2012 New Years Bash
The 2012 New Years Bash was held on 21-22 January at Blue Gum Squash Centre. This is the first junior tournament of 2012 and with 72 participants it made for a great weekend. There were lots of new faces to squash with many country and metro juniors starting off at the camp then playing in the tournament. Of the country clubs represented we had juniors from Geraldton, Exmouth, Esperance, Bunbury, Bridgetown, Narrogin, Katanning, Kambalda Kalgoorlie & Bruce Rock.  Metro clubs were represented by juniors from Marmion, Mirrabooka, Mullaloo, Cambridge, Vic Park, Hilton, Belmont & Blue Gum.
This tournament is the first age based tournament which goes towards ranking points for 2012. Due to numbers the 17 & 19yrs in both Girls and Boys were combined. We unfortunately did not have any Girls 11. But that did not deter the quality of games especially being the first for the year, which may have been a wakeup for some juniors.
Boys 11: We had 5  in the 11’s all of whom have appeared at other junior tournaments and still showed everyone what WA can expect in the future, especially when 3 of them played in the 13’s as well.  In a round robin all the boys played well and the final results were 3rd – Remi Young (MAR), 2nd Ethan Baldwin-Wright (MOR) & 1st Jack Osborn (GEL).
Girls 13:  7 Juniors played in the 13’s with a few new faces. The girls played well and we saw improvement in many of them, especially the Vic Park girls. Overall the winners were: Plate Laura Thomas (VIP), 3rd Lucy Cuparri (VIP), 2nd Kasey Clancy-Taylor (GEL), 1st Siarna Gaudio (GEL).
Boys 13: The new group from the 11’s have risen up the claim a dominance now in the 13’s, supported by the fact that 4 of the top 5 were in the 11’s last year.  18 juniors played in the 13’s including the 3 from the 11’s. Some great games were played which wowed the spectators. Once again we saw improvement from many players who surprised us with the results. Overall results were: Plate Anthony Bush (EXM), 3rd Lindsay Crane (VIP), 2nd Harry McKeon (MIR), 1st William Curtis (MUL). 
Boys 15: We are in for an exciting 12months in this age group.  Not much separates the top four boys.  23 juniors played in this age group. Darby Scoble (ESP) is in his second year of this age group but he is being hotly pursued by Damon Macmillan(MAR), Tye Harland (ESP) and Dylan Brown (EXM) who have all come up from the 13’s.  The quality of the boys final and 3/4 play off was awesome and we look forward to their next encounter at the Hilton Exploder. Overall results were: Plate Tarindu Abeysekera (CAM), 3rd Tye Harland (ESP), 2nd Damon Macmillan(MAR),1st Darby Scoble (ESP)
 Girls 15: Although only 7 girls competed as several girls were still absent on holidays, this was one of the age groups where close matches were contested each round. Zoe Massam (ESP) has brought her dominance from the 13s and has stamped her authority on this next age group. Overall results were:  Plate Dallas Beattie (KAM), 3rd Place Samantha Crane (VIP), 2nd Maddie Jamieson (MIR), 1st Zoe Massam (ESP)
Girls Combined 17/19: With only 4 entered in the 17’s and 2 in the 19’s it made sense to combine them. The 19’s showed the younger girls what they can expect in the next age group but that did not deter them. Zoe Massam(ESP) even played to go on to the ¾ play off. Overall: 3rd Emma Cornish (ALX), 2nd Danii Scheer (ESP), 1st Luka Stroop (MAR).
Boys Combined 17/19: Originally we had 14 but unfortunately due to different circumstances only 10 ended up playing. With 3 from the 19s (as many were at a Squash Australia Tournament) they had to do their best to keep the younger ones “in their place”. However the 17s held their own especially when the winner is still in the 17’s. We shall see what happens when our ‘veteran’ 19’s return at the next tournament. Overall 3rd Elliot Curtis (MUL), 2nd Josh Aviet (BEL), 1st Brent Scheer(ESP).
It was a brilliant display albeit a bit rusty from a few players, but nonetheless everyone enjoyed themselves. I would like to thank Blue Gum Squash Club for allowing us to host the tournament once again at the centre. Pam Addison, once again being the tournament referee, your assistance is always appreciated . I’d like to thank the parents who gave up their time to run the canteen in fundraising for the talent squad members travelling to Europe. Thanks also to Sue O’Brien and Dakota Baldwin-Wright for assisting with tournament duties over the weekend & Mike Cornish and Sue Hillier for organising the Camp and helping me in organising the tournament.
Our sponsors for the New Years Bash were Dunlop, Smarter Than Smoking and WA Squash. I thank them all for their continued support. I also wish to acknowledge R.J. Smith Engineering, the current sponsor of the WA State Junior Squash Team.
I hope to see you all again at the next tournament the Hilton Exploder on 19th February.
Good Luck, Keep Squashing and Stay Healthy
David Cowell
Tournament Co-Ordinator 
